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NUS CORPORATION
SUPERFUND DIVISION

INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE

C-583-9-5-44

TO: DON SMITH 

HERBERT W. COLBY

DATE: SEPTEMBER 16, 1985

FROM: COPIES:

SUBJECT: PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF THE RINDGE TOWER APARTMENTS,
CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
TDD No. F1-8504-12 
Reference No. S300MA38PA

The NUS Field Investigation Team (NUS/FIT) was tasked by Region I U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Superfund Branch to perform a 
preliminary assessment of the Rindge Tower Apartments on Rindge Avenue, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, under Technical Directive Document (TDD) Fl- 
8504-12 (Appendix A). This letter report fulfills the requirements of the task.

The documents prepared within comply with requirements set forth under EPA 
Superfund Legislation (CERCLA), however, they do not necessarily fulfill the 
requirements of other EPA regulations such as RCRA.

The Rindge Tower Apartments Site is located on the south side of Rindge 
Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts, at the intersection of Rindge Avenue and 
Alewife Brook Parkway (Figure 1). The approximately 13 acre site contains 
three high-rise apartment buildings and associated parking lots. Two of the 
buildings (referred to as the Fresh Pond Apartments) are owned by Rindge 
Associates, c/o Federal Management Company, Inc., Boston, Massachusetts. 
The third and western-most building (Rindge Tower) is owned by Sherman 
Associates, 324 Rindge Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The site is bordered to the south by Boston and Maine railroad tracks, to the 
east by the Cambridge Housing Authority’s Jefferson Park Apartments, to the 
north by residential housing and Rindge Avenue, and to the west by Alewife 
Brook Parkway. Jerry's Pond, on the W. R. Grace and Company Site, is located 
on the north side of Rindge Avenue, approximately 300 feet from the site. 
Fresh Pond Reservoir, which supplies water to approximately 102,000 residents 
of Cambridge, is located 2,200 feet to the south of the site. Alewife Brook is 
located 0.3 miles to the northwest, and flows northeast to the Mystic River, 
which drains into Boston Harbor. The North Cambridge/Fresh Pond area is 
heavily populated, with multiple and single family dwellings and high-rise and 
garden apartment complexes. In addition, there are a number of shopping 
centers, research offices and industries in the area.

Much of the North Cambridge area is underlain by extensive clay deposits. In 
the 1800's and early 1900's, these deposits were mined for the manufacture of 
bricks. The Rindge Tower Apartments Site overlies a historic excavation pit 
originally developed in the 1840's. The northern half of the site was apparently 
mined for clay until the early 1900's, at which time most on-site excavation 
ceased. Various brick manufacturing activities were performed on the southern
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portion of the site, including kiln baking of the bricks, brick storage and 
shipping and perhaps washing of clay prior to its placement in the molds. The 
clay pit was gradually filled in after 1938 and was completely filled by 1968 or 
earlier. Records which detailed the types and quantities of fill material used 
are not available. The dismantling of the brickworks buildings in the southern 
portion of the site was largely complete by 1955 (10).

The Rindge Towers were constructed during 1968 and 1969, the owner then 
being Max Wasserman. In 1973-74, two apartments were purchased by Federal 
Management Company, which has since owned and operated them.

The chief concern of local residents is that potentially hazardous wastes from 
local chemical and manufacturing businesses may have been disposed in the pit 
during its filling. If such wastes are present beneath the site, the potential for 
their migration to both the apartment basements and Fresh Pond exists. Well 
logs generated during a 1967 subsurface investigation indicate there is up to 41 
feet of fill (sand, gravel, wood, bricks and miscellaneous fill) beneath the site 
(8). In addition, it was determined that the.water table is from five to nine feet 
below the ground surface. It therefore seems very likely that any contaminants 
on the site would be at or below the water table, increasing the likelihood of 
contaminant migration. Groundwater flow in the area is not completely 
understood. Evidence suggests, however, that flow is either to the north or 
northwest towards Little River/Alewife Brook or towards the New Street Pump 
Station, 1,500 feet to the south of the site (4,5). Alewife Brook is used by local 
fisherman and also supports annual herring spawning runs. The Pump Station 
extracts groundwater and discharges it into the MDC sewer system. This has 
the effect of locally depressing the water table and intercepting an 
undetermined percentage of groundwater leaving the site. Figures 2 and 3 
indicate local groundwater tables with the surface of Fresh Pond at two 
different elevations. These maps suggest that with the Pump Station operating 
properly and with the surface of Fresh Pond maintained above a minimum 
elevation, groundwater migration from the site to Fresh Pond should be 
minimal. The operation of the Pump Station may also reduce the groundwater 
flow from the site to Alewife Brook.

Basements of Rindge Tower Apartments occupy only part of the space beneath 
the buildings and contain service equipment only. There are no apartments 
below ground level. It has been alleged that a sump pump in one of the 
basements runs constantly to remove water which has seeped in. Analysis of a 
groundwater sample collected from a monitoring well located in the southwest 
corner of the site in 1985 detected no Hazardous Substance List compounds (9).
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NUS/FIT recommends that an abbreviated site inspection of medium priority be 
performed on the site. This inspection of limited effort should include sampling 
and analysis of water from the sump pump and sampling of air in the basement 
for volatile organic compounds utilizing field monitoring equipment. An 
evaluation of the suitability of the on-site monitoring well and analytical data 
generated therefrom should be performed. In addition, a further search for 
historical disposal records should be conducted.

HWC/bjb

cc: R. DiNitto
B. Buckley 
T. Plant 
M. Mengel 
T. Centi/ZPMO

Reviewed and approved by:

Date:
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SEPA
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE 

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 3 - DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

I. IDENTIFICATION
01 STATE 02 SITE NUMBER

MADQ8106704

IL HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS iCootmuMI

01 a j: DAMAGE TO FLORA 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: . □ POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

01 □ K. DAMAGE TO FAUNA
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION imciuu ninmai oi utcmi

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: . □ POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

Contaminated groundwater may flow towards Alewife Brook which supports various 

freshwater fish and an annual herring spawning run.

01 □ L CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAIN 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: . □ POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

Potentially contaminated fish from Alewife Brook may be eaten by local 

fishermen.

01 □ M. UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES
tSqflnjnaltltuaainQ «ouwnlt| anjna)

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:______

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: . □ POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

unknown^ narrative description

The area may have been used as a dump for an undetermined number of years. Ther » 

were no known provisions for containment of wastes.___________________________

01 □ N. DAMAGE TO OFFSITE PROPERTY 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: . □ POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

01QO. CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS. STORM DRAINS. WWTPs 02 G OBSERVED (DATE: 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

_ I □ POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

01 □ P. ILLEGAUUNAUTHORIZED DUMPING 
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

02 □ OBSERVED (DATE: □ POTENTIAL □ ALLEGED

OS DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTHER KNOWN, POTENTIAL. OR ALLEGED HAZARDS

IlL TOTAL POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: 9b-.TKK)

IV. COMMENTS

Photographic documentation indicates dumping of unknown materials and quantities 

for at least 16 years. The principal potential receptors include the Fresh Pond 

reservoir, Jerry's Pond, and those people that use the apartment basements.
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